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USAID HUMAN RIGHTS IN ACTION PROGRAM UPDATES 

HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORING, ANALYTICAL ACTIVITY AND ADVOCACY 

 

Keeping transitional justice model for Ukraine on domestic agenda  

This month the USAID Human Rights in Action Program organized or participated in a number of 
events dedicated to this important topic (links are in Ukrainian): 

 A roundtable was held in the Verkhovna Rada, during which UHHRU and other NGOs 
articulated key conflict-related human rights challenges and presented possible mechanisms 
for addressing them at the legislative level. A key tool for this should be the a tailored national 
model of transitional justice with a focus on the armed conflict victims and restoration of their 
infringed rights. In the near future, the Legal Reform Commission under Ukraine’s President 
plans to make presentation of the subject-matter framework bill developed through a 
participatory approach under the Ombudsperson’s auspices. 

In light of this, it is important to harmonize domestic criminal legislation in line with provisions 
of international law to bring war criminals liable (i.e. by adopting a bill No. 0892, previously 
known as bill No. 9438). 

 Implementation of the transitional justice fundamentals is a pre-condition for transition to the 
post-conflict period, de-occupation and reintegration of people – this was pointed out by the 
Program’s delegates amidst an event co-held with the Parliamentary Committee on Human 
Rights on November 26. Participants recommended the state authorities to apply all the 
components of transitional justice, its 4 pillars, to study the experience of conflict settlement in 
other countries in order to avoid its ill-considered use. 

 

 Program attended the second International Forum on Reintegration in Eastern Ukraine, co-
hosted by the CivilM+ platform. It was mostly aimed at discussing how civil society and state 
institutions could accelerate the process of reintegration of Donbas region and how to 
empower local civil society actors to become a driving force of the process. 

https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2541938849187389?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2585249901522950?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2585249901522950?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2577484202299520?__tn__=-R
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/pravovyj-vysnovok-uhspl-schodo-zakonoproektu-iz-harmonizatsiji-kryminalnoho-zakonodavstva-z-polozhennyamy-mizhnarodnoho-prava-u-spravah-pov-yazanyh-zi-zbrojnym-konfliktom-ta-okupatsijeyu/
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/pravovyj-vysnovok-uhspl-schodo-zakonoproektu-iz-harmonizatsiji-kryminalnoho-zakonodavstva-z-polozhennyamy-mizhnarodnoho-prava-u-spravah-pov-yazanyh-zi-zbrojnym-konfliktom-ta-okupatsijeyu/
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2590309764350297?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/photos/a.180853561962608/2555403574507583/?type=3&theater
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Other relevant news: 

 President of Ukraine considers transitional justice concept as one of work priorities – namely, 
this relates to the work of his Permanent Representative in Crimea. New President’s decree 
rules to intensify the process of restoration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity, de-occupation and 
reintegration of Crimea, in particular, the clause 6 relating to development of thematic strategic 
papers, restoration of infringed rights, drafting proposals on transitional justice concept. 

 Several thematic interviews with USAID Program experts can be found here, here, and here. 

 

Only one third of Ukraine’s National Human Rights Strategy is completed, its Action Plan 
should be revised  

UHHRU in concert with the Verkhovna Rada Human Rights Committee held an expert discussion 
(link is in Ukrainian) on enforcement of the National Strategy. Main outcome is that during further 
Committee’s hearings MPs and other involved stakeholders should discuss the reasons for the 
Strategy’s poor execution and figure out lessons learned from this situation1. 

 

Unveiling a joint bill on social and legal protection of persons deprived of their liberty in result 
of armed aggression against Ukraine (links are in Ukrainian)  

An exhaustive readout about public presentation of the bill, co-drafted by the USAID Human 
Rights in Action Program, Ministry for Veterans Affairs, TOT and IDPs and other stakeholders, is 
given here. This legislation-to-be, among other things, specifies: three categories of persons who 
will be given appropriate status; procedure for granting such status by a responsible interagency 
commission; legal and social guarantees that will be given to people based on this status. 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                           
1 USAID Human Rights in Action Program has been monitoring the National Strategy’s implementation in part related to the 
armed conflict and occupation. Find out more on the overall state of affairs on this website, in Ukrainian.  

https://www.president.gov.ua/documents/7582019-29977?fbclid=IwAR2dKlX4lzhZ9oD9H0PAiN8lIrPzxd2k1R2-8V8_OTqnLOi0xKIn8OcZYg0
https://hromadske.radio/podcasts/drive-time/ti-khto-maiut-na-svoikh-rukakh-krov-budut-prytiahnuti-do-vidpovidal-nosti-pravozakhysnyk?fbclid=IwAR38g-O8n6dAUKfREivzKCiqwOJ22_2CWv3DHt1A8PCjBTaLpSb2ZygEdhg
https://hromadske.radio/podcasts/hromadska-hvylya/amnistiia-istorychna-pravda-informatsiyna-stratehiia-yak-vrehuliuvaty-konflikt-na-donbasi?fbclid=IwAR36s2hs0r2sQA4TaL7oju7XXOGeyVoRAvzRCK0gblgi2pXcEXHqpZqUvlA
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2558359764211964?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/photos/a.180853561962608/2590145197700087/?type=3&theater
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/prezentuvaly-zakonoproekt-shchodo-sotsial-noho-ta-pravovoho-zakhystu-osib-pozbavlenykh-svobody-vnaslidok-zbroynoi-ahresii-proty-ukrainy/
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2543752592339348?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDnwhz1Uv3xnm_YzUCZl4vLpBRj8zytk6osPmpTIKjtSpeRXb_wV2ykQrVux5yfanpuMK_R1OOfh6rkCWDkkseq2vq_RhjqivMva0WqmHpsSmmbPWxWOfKosfmt7tOKE3NmhAIOQe9UZciRW7wC7FZrPAjoh-oHI9FjmV3X64zFFbnkhL-pDcKcG_lowpOCfarBXlUoLJvlqj3KR_dGM_JQq2w1wc1Ox46vYCpK_jwVIjKhw1rRLQX2hWNZaOt157SeLdS3H7YHz217Ah6Udl5lF5DVo30m7UXQw199DjwNEvPjPJGwbz5yAfZdqBX59I37uU8T75NL2ZIpNnseoBOIvg&__tn__=-R
http://hro.org.ua/
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Co-holding expert panel on POWs at the Lviv Security Forum (links are in Ukrainian) 

We were soundly defeated in Russia’s lawfare against Ukraine when it comes to the Kerch 
incident, even though we managed to free our seamen – such opinion was expressed during the 
event by Taras Tsymbrivskyy, Chief of Party of USAID Human Rights in Action Program. Find 
details on how the new world security order should look like here and here.2 

 

Rehabilitation of the armed conflict victims: what the city of Dnipro and Dnipropetrovsk oblast 
can offer 

In late 2018, USAID Human Rights in Action Program released the analytical review 
“Rehabilitation of the victims of the conflict. Does the state offer anything apart from disability 
status and crutches?”. In 2019, as its follow-up we hosted a series of local-level discussions with 
the conflict-affected communities in order to jointly develop remedial measures to be 
implemented by the region/city-level officials, because in fact a lot can be done in a decentralized 
way. The fruit of this labor is our new analytical account that describes a situation in 
Dnipropetrovsk oblast. It is available in Ukrainian, with the executive summary in English – link. 

 

  

 

 

Other related activities by UHHRU in brief: 

 Updated infographic on Kremlin’s political detainees 

Although the swap between the RF and Ukraine in September might have given some impression 
that the issue of Kremlin’s detainees has been resolved, this is a misleading thought. The 

                                                           
2 Ahead of the main event he also managed to deliver a couple of lectures on transitional justice to local students. 

https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2528090643905543?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/2178550839038380/posts/2711753599051432?sfns=mo
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2592885690759371?__tn__=-R
https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Reabilitaciya1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/photos/a.180853561962608/2523545511026723/?type=3&theater
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occupying authorities in Crimea continue their policy of political persecutions – here is an update 
on the matter concerned. 

 Dignity and Freedom Day 

This day will remind future generations of Ukrainians about the fateful events that took place in 
the country at the beginning of the XXI century (link in Ukrainian). 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC LITIGATIONS 

 

Within this direction USAID Human Rights in Action Program supports strategic legal cases 
domestically and internationally to protect public interests3, as well as assures their broad media 
coverage among professional community and public. Total number of conflict-related UHHRU 
Strategic Litigation Centre’s (SLC) cases within the Program equals 165. 

 

Protecting pre-conflict prisoners in the European Court of Human Rights 

The ECtHR applied Rule 39 towards a Ukraine’s national, who has been unlawfully kept in 
detention in occupied Donetsk since 2014. Our client suffers from serious health issues, and in 
the absence of proper medical assistance his health conditions have been deteriorating – link in 
Ukrainian.  

 

Other related activities by UHHRU in brief 

 UHHRU presented application to the International Criminal Court 

Drafted jointly by the human rights defenders and the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, it 
touches upon forced disappearances and out-of-court executions of Ukrainian servicemen, 
detained by Kremlin-backed illegal armed forces amidst clashes near Ilovaysk and Debaltsevo of 
Donetsk Oblast – link in Ukrainian. 

 Application to the European Court of Human Rights 

An application was submitted concerning a violation of an IDP’s rights. In April 2017, a woman’s 
pension account was blocked, which had made it impossible for her to receive pension payments 
until October 2019. 

 Murders, illegal detentions, torture, forced labour and other conflict-related crimes  

These types of cases that UHHRU lawyer Vitaliya Lebid concentrates on. She shared her work 
experience with the Balkan Insight outlet – links in English and Ukrainian. 

 

 

                                                           
3 Strategic litigations are one of the most powerful tools of human rights protection; conducted in the interests of a citizen or 
a group of citizens to achieve systemic changes in the legal field for the benefit of society and used for the purpose of 
creating the case-law (precedents). 

https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2527508493963758?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/photos/a.180853561962608/2574770729237534/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2560049170709690?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2560049170709690?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2551113761603231?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBig9e-tQFSWUBYvkw1ZDSGoeMATu-wmsUQe_ZrXXIDwVMdchnI-VCo2tc97u-qXuC0m7E2WOAcs51oVYhfVJ96Rp_F-eqkGbBtxN5dmQ3pdIGL5IXRgbRV-ki0XIjZEYPvVaEkK0XsEXrd883CRs3pYHpD6NLtA0ojwZrOMtnUYxixCrboXCAoC9MEGv9d9ai2fI1kiCRRd4x2EsiyQxHI_VdFnKPv8Y8TV29OIbzAgqjHSmzqDYvPxl5utwix6GRrP0ft5FHQsoiq1ojF6-ZHRmXB9WXlDeDVeTyYVVbRFmI1rvV2g9DJfMJ4HCyIQHUzXh8hWlAJzqQrWXJZdWkrPA&__tn__=-R
https://balkaninsight.com/2019/10/21/as-ukraines-conflict-grinds-on-lawyers-take-to-the-frontline/?fbclid=IwAR2bEGgvcC72FQ9ZZam4jW60A3aLUClsgUc-dvoMDxIJkyFeFWStEtfuljY
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2537003276347613?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAfAjdDevh27Qn7itAGbTUJFiPBX4DTnGbZqEZesKRm6RZbRS5uxMjQSSmGeVDfDlOtJEDAXx4CmxTDBGGfP8m71LPaEbTteBSKfRUSmjQoGjfs_mEKYIBSpNI1fhDhP36QGIXRq5Wu3f1PO895IPEj5HWHsRqjeRuoPyLzN_fB_V7sHWQNy0Dp3JEuhRtbSn9-sb7Pmh32jUwYM8aSmCbyb7fryTZPOiaIODM7M6OttLAoKEf90j0GeAY0MEKFqoYx4aY-nCxfoyoPqA84F19azfSkzOLSGbLriQoi3FhaxAPYrXDDGddyOElKB4fOFsUSsSeymvC3CKEWyO1NP1Owrg&__tn__=-R
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FREE LEGAL AID  
 

UHHRU network of legal aid centers (LACs) keeps on delivering free legal aid (including outreach 
legal consultations in the remote areas), holding information and awareness raising events in the 
sphere of human rights as well as documenting war crimes and conflict-related human rights abuse. 
USAID supports activities of the UHHRU’s legal aid centers in Starobilsk of Luhansk oblast, Toretsk, 
Mariupol, Kramatorsk, Pokrovsk of Donetsk oblast, Sumy and Dnipro providing legal aid to conflict-
affected population, as well as a Kyiv-based Specialized LAC targeting both Crimean and Donbas 
residents and IDPs and a Specialized Crimea-oriented LAC in Kherson. 

 

We join the campaign against violence (links are in Ukrainian) 

On November 25, ‘16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence’ campaign was launched 
worldwide. The date was not picked at random – it is the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women. Talking about violence is difficult but necessary, which is why our LACs 
organized a series of events to discuss relevant legislation, current practices on rescuing victims 
from aggressors and other topics – in Dnipro, Sumy. 

 

Events to raise awareness of citizens on how to protect their rights (links are in Ukrainian) 

 According to the Social Policy Ministry 33,000+ children 
have already been granted this status amidst Ukraine’s 
warfare, however, human rights defenders believe that at 
least 200,000 children deserve it with all law-promised 
preferences. Here is a memo on how to obtain official status 
of a child who suffered from military operations and armed 
conflicts.   

 Suspension of pensions and termination of social benefits, 
employment disputes, difficulties in registering facts of births 
and deaths – these are but some of the problems that 
Ukrainians, forced to relocate from the temporarily occupied 
territories, face every day. UHHRU prepared a brochure 
with useful tips for IDPs on how to protect their rights – new 
“Legal ABC for IDPs” is available here, in Ukrainian. 

 The Mariupol LAC published a post on how to appeal 
against default court decisions concerning debt collection 
on IDPs’ loans. 

 Another post from the same LAC on how IDPs can get 
financial assistance for burial. 

 The Sumy-based LAC published a post on the state budget for 2020 and the changes to the 
monthly targeted aid for IDPs to cover living expenses, including utilities. 

 The Kramatorsk LAC’s post clarifies the subsidy monetization procedure for the residents of 
conflict-affected territories. 

 

http://helsinki.org.ua/index.php?r=1.3.2
https://www.facebook.com/UGSPL.Toretsk/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/Приймальня-УГСПЛ-м-Маріуполі-175156829504672/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ugsplPOKROVSK/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Приймальня-УГСПЛ-м-Суми-184659441906383/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED
https://www.facebook.com/pravdop.donbas.krym/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/pgsich/posts/2463246407265035
https://www.facebook.com/pgsich/posts/2463246407265035
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/photos/a.180853561962608/2534284463286161/?type=3&theater
https://helsinki.org.ua/publications/pravova-abetka-vnutrishn-o-peremishchenoi-osoby/?fbclid=IwAR2bcADZVlWRTgfp0gWt85PwuqggCxcdBKUz9LaHC6eTSavAASHpJOagfls
https://www.facebook.com/ugsplMariupol/posts/1008391042847909
https://www.facebook.com/ugsplMariupol/posts/1008392262847787%206
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=956901108015542&id=184659441906383&__tn__=K-R
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=666156810583833&id=118571815342338
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Legal assistance to the victims of armed conflict and occupation (links are in Ukrainian) 

 Dnipro-based LAC won precedent case twice: The court of appeals left in force the decision of a 
lower instance court, obliging DTEK energy company to pay unpaid salary to a former “DPR” 
hostage for the period of time she spent in captivity4.  

 Toretsk LAC helped an IDP to freely enjoy her right to pension, other bank services: A woman 
had been in a GOU-owned sanctions list (for allegedly providing assistance to Kremlin-backed 
invasion agents in Donbas) until our lawyers proved the GOU was mistaken. Being in the list 
obstructed her right to use her pension-related bank account.  

 Toretsk LAC helped to protect right to equal access to education for 120 children through 
preventing a closure of a local school.  

 

Other related activities by UHHRU in brief 

 Analytical paper on provision of social services to residents of conflict-affected 
communities and IDPs  

The study contains monitoring results of the observance of the right to a decent standard of living, 
as well as provision of social services at the local level in a number of Donetsk Oblast localities. 

 

 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION AND AWARENESS RAISING 

 
UHHRU keeps on organizing human rights training events as well as formulating a comprehensive 
national human rights education policy. This activity is implemented under Ukraine-wide Educational 
Program “We Understand Human Rights” (WUHR)5, which is being the only informal educational 
system that has the material basis for its activities – Educational Human Rights House-Chernihiv. 

 

Program continues delivering the Practicum on Human Rights Protection to master-level 
students of the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv  

Students majoring in international law are equipped with theoretical knowledge and practical 
insights on the cutting-edge transitional justice issues. Several classes were held this month – 
here’s one (link is in Ukrainian), devoted to crossing of the entry-exit checkpoints at the 
administrative border with the temporarily occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Additional link, in Ukrainian 
5 Launched in 2007, the Program envisages development of informal human rights education, contributing to cultivating a 
human rights culture, strengthening respect for the rule of law in Ukraine, promoting intercultural understanding and 
principles of peaceful conflict resolution. The Program currently counts more than 3,500 alumni from all regions of Ukraine. 

https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2560179104030030?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2572235879491019?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2574905609224046?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDut80gBOaKWKwLNaTsg5bduK9OPaD56j25wjw2MNQMz2IjHn0TPUo0XhnzrwW02V88HTDX7YQomoakjMo8Kiar88VxyAvwCVg5SU4DjcY8ywgRH6MbjH-5CVwTnNKNzWP7HECo5P8jY3kc4EqpBp0yL5fR2yZ6jmJUmfpqfGBntA-k57pjFeaO9fUqW4CNhJMGprQFp0A8DRbl_sJLm9Ly6JfW-gpr7AH9vgbumlduF0hJIpYOK99jg5cdySUNsF21zdypxIN38B3iws6KQ3CB_aulFKEBkYMVWgX9xPmClRZCXZXXefe1v4Jt4zPC-wLH0ELDvp6m9I5acasBA3O5Hg&__tn__=-R
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/prezentatsiia-analitychnoho-ohliadu-uhspl-nadannia-sotsial-nykh-posluh-meshkantsiam-hromad-shcho-postrazhdaly-vnaslidok-zbroynoho-konfliktu-ta-vnutrishn-o-peremishchenym-osobam/
http://edu.helsinki.org.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/Ugspl/posts/2459142134133728?__tn__=-R
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-kolyshnia-polonena-boyovykiv-kompensatsia/30283134.html?fbclid=IwAR05gvUPGHE65oEto9RnRJg-jzseBY_-6jk3PBjgKIn8SttFi1li9pmkAeA


  

 

8 

 

 

MAIN EVENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS AREA 
 

ICJ delivered its judgment on jurisdiction in the case of Ukraine v. the Russian Federation  

The International Court of Justice decided that it is on board with ‘Ukraine v. RF’ case – by 
approving that its jurisdiction covers the touched matters (e.g. financing terrorism in Donbas, and 
prohibiting all forms of racial discrimination, among others banning Crimean Tatar’s Mejlis by 
the RF) – link in Ukrainian.6 

 

UNGA’s Third Committee approves draft resolution on Crimea with definition of “aggression” 

The Third Committee of the UN General Assembly approved the draft resolution “Situation of 
human rights in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine”, in 
which the definition of “aggression” towards Crimea is indicated for the first time7.  

 

Another politically motivated court judgement against Crimean Tatars 

The RF’s Rostov-on-Don court convicted six activists from the temporarily occupied Crimea, with 
sentences ranging from 7 to 19 years in a maximum security penal colony. All of them were 
accused in frames of so-called “Hizb ut-Tahrir” case (just reminding that Hizb ut-Tahrir is a Pan-
Islamist organization allowed in Ukraine, but labeled terroristic and banned in Russia).  

UHHRU and other human rights organizations strongly condemn these actions and urge (link in 
Ukrainian) Kremlin to immediately cease political persecution. We also call for the international 
community to intensify pressure on the RF’s leadership. 

 

GOU simplified procedure of crossing demarcation line with uncontrolled territories of Donbas 

Details on the simplification of the procedure are available here8. 

 

New draft law introduced to the Parliament, promising to relief IDP-pensioners from unfair 
bureaucratic procedure 

This bill targets the pensioners from NGCA of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, who wish to receive 
pensions in Ukraine-controlled territory, by de-linking this right from their compulsory registration 
as IDPs – link in Ukrainian. More than 1,2 million pensioners will potentially benefit from this new 
legislation-to-be9. 

 

                                                           
6 Why this judgement is critically important for Ukraine, according to USAID Program Chief of Party Taras Tsymbrivskyy: 
link 1 in Ukrainian and link 2 in English.  
7 Here is a post, in Ukrainian, which lists other developments, the majority of which were proposed and advocated by human 
rights NGOs including UHHRU. 
8 Remarks by Minister of Veterans, Temporarily Occupied Territories and IDPs Koliada, in Ukrainian. 
9 Approximately 500,000 residents of Donbas already registered as IDPs, who receive their pension payments, and more 
than 700,000 pensioners without an IDP status, who cannot enjoy this right.  

https://hromadske.ua/posts/mizhnarodnij-sud-oon-vidhiliv-apelyaciyu-rf-pro-zvernennya-ukrayini-sho-ce-oznachaye?fbclid=iwar3bhtlts4oskjpr5wiwm9kvzr8lp0huhhcdoiohsvnpc9rezst3df6rnfq
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/2818802-ungas-third-committee-approves-draft-resolution-on-crimea-with-definition-of-aggression.html
https://www.facebook.com/ccl.org.ua/photos/a.138566216267683/1425797357544556/?type=3&theater
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/uryad-sprostiv-proceduru-peretinu-liniyi-rozmezhuvannya-ta-poryadok-peremishchennya-tovariv-gromadyanami
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2019/11/27/7233187/
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/mizhnarodnyy-sud-oon-otsiniuvatyme-rosiys-ki-proiavy-teroryzmu-i-dyskryminatsii-v-krymu-i-na-donbasi/?fbclid=IwAR1ojA0dF_mxdoHuNzrx_vHcF9OX06zwmVoxew4XhBdxrw828M-Z02wNuiY
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2412426385679984
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10162500528495564&set=a.115756910563&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2708671536026583&id=100006512884305
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Good news from entry-exit checkpoints at administrative border with occupied Crimea  

In November 2019, the GOU has completed modernizing facilities (link in Ukrainian) at two exit-
entry checkpoints to ensure proper sanitary and hygienic conditions for border-crossing persons. 

UHHRU welcomes such actions, listed in joint recommendations produced by a number of 
human rights NGOs, and urge the government to address all of them to enable Crimeans feel 
“less isolated” from the rest of the Ukrainian society. 
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